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they wished to drive the Porte to conclude with them ; but I am still of opinion that the Porte ought to decline trying any fresh engage-merit which should contain a renewal of the principle of the right of ^ET. 62 Russia to interfere in the internal affairs of the Danube provinces. Ponsonby says that Schwarzenberg is quite sensible of the importance of preventing Russia from obtaining a permanent footing"in those provinces, but that alone is no great security that Austria would stoutly resist Russia there if hereafter she should press down upon those provinces in earnest; for the policy of Austria has been too much to yield to the strong while she has bullied the weak, and I am not sure that Schwarzenberg is at all likely to be the man to depart from that line of conduct. It would however not be wise for the Porte to come to an open rupture with Russia ; but of that from your accounts there does not seem to be any likelihood.
Events were at hand which forced the British Government into a totally different attitude from that indicated in the foregoing letter. Within five months England and France found themselves' apparently on the verge of war with Russia, not for a matter of territorial aggrandizement, nor even for the balance of power, but for a cause far more generous than any national interest, the cause of humanity.
From the  early spring there had been indications of a To Lord coming dispute between  the Sultan and the two Imperial ^^ner" Governments of Vienna and St. Petersburg on the subject of XLITI. insurgents who might take refuge in  Turkish territory.     By *4 Article XVIII, of the Treaty of  Belgrade  the  Porte was bound to " punish " such " evil-doers, and discontented and rebellious subjects [of Austria], as also robbers and brigands," as might seek an asylum in the Ottoman dominions.    Under Article II. of the Treaty of Kaynarji Russia could demand the extradition or the expulsion of refugees from Turkey, and vice versd.    Russia however had in former times disregarded  her part of the mutual obligation, and the dispute was likely to turn chiefly upon the stipulation in the Treaty of Belgrade, where, it must be noted, there was no mention of extradition but only of " punishment."    The question was sure to arise : Did the Hungarian insurgents, a nation in arms, come under the terms of Article XVIII. ?     The Porte and its English adviser, though somewhat doubtful of the literal interpretation,